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The Grant Community High School January Student of the
Month is senior Heli Viramgami, daughter of Alpesh and
Nandita Viramgami of Round Lake.
Heli's academic achievements include induction into the
National Honor Society during her sophomore year, earning
her place on Honor Roll each semester, being named as an
AP Scholar with Honor, she has taken 13 AP courses through
senior year, and scored 1540 on the SAT. She was selected for
the NLCC Leadership Conference, was named as an Illinois
State Scholar, and she holds a remarkable 4.94/4.00 GPA.
Her extracurricular activities include Math Team earning a
5th place for geometry at Regionals and a State Qualifier, 9th place for algebra 2 at Regionals
and a State Qualifier; FBLA-6th place at Regionals, 3rd place at State, Nationals Qualifier for
personal finance; Student Council-serving as Treasurer for 2 years; Chamber Singers for 3
years, serving as assistant secretary, uniform manager, soprano section leader, and part of
the Choir Leadership Team; and Soccer each year.
Heli has participated in numerous community service events through NHS such as pop-up
food banks, graduation assistance, materials check-out, Fox Lake community events:
Cardboard Boat Race, Holiday Crafts Service, and the Pumpkin Jubilee. She is a volunteer
with the Round Lake Area Public Library. She sings with the Chamber Singers at Fox Lake
community events and she assists her peers as a Math Lab Tutor.
In her spare time, Heli enjoys puzzles, music, watching horror movies, and going for bike
rides. She likes learning different programing languages and has won 3rd place for WeConnect-the-Dots code-athon by coding a website that presented an innovative method for
recycling plastic water bottles into 3D printing filament. She has earned a black belt in
Shotokan Karate, as a two-time state champion and four-time nationals’ qualifier.
Her plans for the future include earning a degree in Computer Science. She hopes to
attend either the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Purdue University, or the
University of Michigan.
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Looking back on the past two school years and seeing how much life has changed due to COVID, it can be
easy to focus on the negatives. Moving into 2022, let’s change our way of thinking and focus on all the
positives. We spent the entire first semester of this school year together. We came back together as a
community and showed up to support our athletes no matter the score. We enjoyed several wonderful
musical performances and were taken back in time during the fall play. We persevered and have made so
many memories in such a short time. It has not always been an easy road, but our students and staff have
proved that anything is possible.
As we enter 2022, there is much to look forward to. Although we may not be able to hold full school pep
assemblies in the fieldhouse as we have during “normal’ school years, we can spend time bonding within
our TEAM rooms. The Theater program is working on performing Seussical the Musical. Many more sport
teams will grow their skills and continue to bring our community together. Before we know it, May will be
here and we will be sending our Seniors off for their next chapter. No matter the path our students take or
what the future holds, there will be boundless opportunities for them to thrive and succeed in their goals.
We cannot wait to hear all about your family time, adventures, and memories created during the break.
Wishing you warmth and good cheer this holiday season, and all the best in 2022.
- Your Bulldog Family
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GCHS is Expanding!
Grant Community High School District 124 is expanding with the successful purchase of property in the local
community. The District will take ownership of 25700 W. Old Grand Avenue in Ingleside.
The new facility will be home to the Transition Program,
a special education program for students with
disabilities. Transition students, aged 18 to 22, receive
further instruction and guided practice in the areas of
work-based
learning,
independent
living,
and
community access to maximize their independence. In
January, 2020, the District assumed leadership of this
program from the Special Education District of Lake
County. In the time since, interest and enrollment in the
state required program continues to grow. We are
excited to be able to expand the range of learning
experiences and skill development made possible with this new facility. Additionally, District staff members will be
moving into existing offices at the new location.
The property was purchased for $710,000, and no taxpayer funds were utilized to make this possible. The purchase
was exclusively funded with impact fees paid by builders/developers, interest earnings and state funding. All
existing furnishings and office equipment were included in the purchase price, with minimal expenditures necessary
to relocate the Transitions Program and District offices. Estimated current costs to build a comparable building on a
4.57-acre parcel, provided by IHC Construction Companies LLC, is $2,656,000. The Board of Education made a
sound investment in the future of the Transitions Program, gained additional office space, and have the ability to
expand programs further, if needed. An Open House will be planned and communicated in the very near future.

Musical Bulldogs Shine
The Music Department is thrilled to announce that Grant will have a student representative at
the Illinois Music Educators Association All-State Music Festival which runs January 26-29 in
Peoria, IL. Junior, Andre DeLuna, has been selected by ILMEA to sing with the All-State Choir.
Being selected to the All-State Choir is one of the highest accomplishments a high school choral
singer can attain. Andre was chosen for this ensemble through a rigorous audition process and
competed against the best singers in the state of Illinois. He will attend many rehearsals during
the festival, which culminate in a finale concert on Saturday, January 29. Congratulations,
Andre, and good luck at All-State!
The students within our Band program have been fine-tuning their skills all semester and we are proud to announce
that five of our musicians have been selected to represent Grant at the NLCC Honors Music Festival! Based on the
recommendation of our Band director, Ms. Skolar, and the instrument they play, these students will perform on
February 11 & 12 along with the rest of our NLCC schools, as well as Zion-Benton and Waukegan.
Congratulations to Sarah Dibbern,
Violet Czerwinski, Kelly Liederbach,
Jacob Tyree, and Chariel Melendez,
and good luck!
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Excellence in Education Award Winner:

Jeff Durlak
Jeff Durlak is extremely deserving of the
Excellence in Education Award. Jeff is a
consummate professional that exhibits all the
characteristics prominent in an excellent 21stcentury educator. First and foremost, Jeff
maintains exceptional rapport with his
students. His even disposition enables him to
handle all varieties of student personalities
with ease. He has the impressive ability to be
exceptionally patient with dysregulated
students but he is still continually looking to
challenge motivated students that need an
extra push. Moreover, he is the perfect math
lab supervisor because of his breadth of math
knowledge and because of his kind and
approachable personality. As the head cross
country coach and an assistant softball coach, Jeff has forged lasting relationships with students beyond the
classroom and has helped them achieve success beyond high school.
Not only does Jeff connect well with students, but he has also developed strong friendships with his coworkers. He is
as great of a “PL-Teammate” as anyone could possibly be because he can both take the lead on projects and show
support for any team initiative. His listening skills and adaptability in lesson planning have been so helpful,
especially in the midst of a pandemic. In the math department, Jeff is known for his prowess with Partners 4 Results
and Formative, and he is always willing to give time to show others how to use their features. He is an organized
planner with excellent time management, especially considering the scope of some of the extracurricular events he
directs as a head coach, like the Jim Taylor Invite. Through all of these ways, day in and day out, Jeff demonstrates
both his supportiveness and leadership.
It is a pleasure to work with Jeff, and both students and staff are lucky to have him here at Grant. He is a solid
teammate and an amazing teacher who deserves to be recognized with the Excellence in Education Award.

5Essentials Survey
The Illinois 5Essentials Survey window will open on January 11 and will remain open until March 11, 2022. Parents,
students and teachers across Illinois have an opportunity to participate in the statewide Illinois 5Essentials Survey.
This opportunity allows stakeholders to share their thoughts on the important elements of school effectiveness in
a survey about Grant Community High School. As a parent, we hope you will take this opportunity to share your
thoughts on the important elements of school effectiveness at Grant Community High School. Your identity and
survey responses will be kept completely confidential and will never be connected to you or your child. As per
state requirement, students and teachers will also be completing the Illinois 5Essentials Survey.
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The Lake County Health Department requires a negative COVID-19 test for any symptomatic student or staff
member, or an alternative diagnosis from a doctor, before returning to school. This applies to both vaccinated
and unvaccinated individuals. The school nurse must receive a copy of the negative test result before returning
to school. We cannot accept home test results. If the test is positive, please contact the nurse's office as soon
as possible.
As a reminder, COVID symptoms include fever (temperature =/> 100.4), cough, shortness of breath or
difficulty breathing, muscle or body aches, chills, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell, headache, diarrhea,
nausea, or vomiting.
When reporting a student’s absence due to illness, please share any symptoms and if you are planning to have
the student tested for COVID-19. If no information is given, you will receive a follow-up phone call to confirm
the reason for the absence.
Testing options
First contact your doctor or pediatrician’s office. Keep your student home until results are known. Please email
or fax a copy of the test result to the school nurse’s office:
Email: healthoffice@grantbulldogs.org

Fax: 847-587-1088

There is a shortage of antigen (rapid) test kits; so, these will be used sparingly for those students and staff who
have developed COVID-like symptoms during the school day. SHIELD (saliva) testing is available as a drive
through option for students who are ill and cannot get into a doctor’s office in a timely fashion. SHIELD testing
results are usually available within 24-36 hours. The student will need to remain home until the results are
known. Please call the health office to inquire about scheduling a drive thru test- 847-973-3452 or 847-973-3789.
If a student or staff member has symptoms and their COVID test is negative, they should stay home until
symptoms are improving or not worsening. If they have a fever, they should be fever-free for 24 hours before
returning to school.
If you have any additional questions about this process please contact the health office.
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French Students Create Bûches de Noël!

Social Studies
Golden Globe Winner

Congratulations to our December Golden
Globe award winner - Olivia Gunsaullus!!!
Olivia comes to class each day with a
positive attitude, is always prepared, and
stays engaged in every class discussion.
Aside from completing her assigned work,
Olivia goes the extra mile to prep for
assessments.
She
creates
flashcards,
completes questions from the unit guide, and
seeks feedback for improvement. Her selfadvocacy is impressive and has even helped
her find a study buddy who can challenge
her to do her best. No matter what happens
in class, Olivia serves as a positive role
model for her classmates and is an incredibly
hard worker. For all of these reasons, Olivia
is more than deserving of this award.

French classes had a jump start
on celebrating the holidays by
making their bûches de
Noël. This traditional
Christmas cake, made and
decorated to resemble a Yule
log, is a dessert staple in France
and other French-speaking
countries. The history behind
the cakes is that Napoleon
Kristin Rose & Sullivan Lenhart’s bûche
Bonaparte had issued a
proclamation ordering the people of Paris to close their chimneys
during the winter. It was thought that the cold air coming into the
houses was causing the spread of illnesses. Since the use of hearths
was prohibited, Parisians wanted some sort of traditional symbol
that could be enjoyed with their family and friends during
Christmastime.

Lucy Lee & Gabriella Bieniarz bûche

Grant teachers and staff judged the
French students’ cakes virtually this
year via a Google Form that was
sent out. Our winner for the most
traditional bûche was made by
Kristin Rose (French II) and
Sullivan Lenhart (French I). Our
most creative “baguette” bûche was
made by Lucy Lee (French III) and
Gabriella Bieniarz (French III).
Félicitations!

The Social Studies Department is proud
to award Olivia with this honor.
Keep up the excellent work!

Battle of the Books will be hosted in-person this year on February
24 at Grant! We are looking to have a team to challenge Antioch,
Grayslake North, Grayslake Central, Lakes, Round Lake, and the
reigning champions, Wauconda. The books for the competition are
the 2021 Lincoln Book Award nominees.
If you need help getting your hands on any of the books, let Ms. Stump know! Teams are made of 2-5
students, and can submit up to 10 questions per book to earn early points to help gain an edge in the
competition. All additional information can be found here: Battle of the Books 2022. Please email
Ms. Stump (cstump@grantbulldogs) if you have any questions!
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Musical Holidays
To kick off our holiday concerts, the
Jazz Ensemble took the stage and
performed six wonderful tunes including Silent Night and Fly Me to the
Moon. For clips from their performance, check out the GCHS Instagram
page—@GrantHSBulldogs

To accommodate the many Band
members within our program and
their families, we held a two-night
band concert in the auditorium. Each
section of band performed beautifully and added so much spirit to the
holiday season. To view their performances, visit the Holiday Band Concert playlist on our YouTube channel.

This year, we moved our Choir
concert to the Field House and
showed the community all the
wonderful progress they have made
since returning to in-person
instruction. To keep your holiday
spirits up, we suggest putting their
performance on repeat—2021 Grant
Choir Holiday Concert.

2022 SAT Preparation Class
Bulldogs Test Better

The Logistics

Class is open to all currently enrolled
Grant has again partnered with Mrs.
Grant juniors. Four class times are
Sandy Martinez to teach Grant’s 2022
available Monday evenings 5:00 pm SAT Prep Class. Mrs. Martinez is an
Associate Professor from the College of 8:00 pm, Thursday evenings 5:00 pm –
8:00 pm, Sunday mornings 9:00 am Lake County and is a veteran test prep
12:00 pm, & Sunday afternoons 1:00 pm
teacher with years of experience
- 4:00 pm. Two drop in classes are
working with various test preparation
companies in multiple area high schools. offered at no extra cost and are
tentatively scheduled for Sunday, April
The curriculum we follow utilizes the
10, 2022 from 9:00 am – 10:30 am and
College Board’s Official SAT Study
Monday, April 11, 2022 from 5:00 pm –
Guide. Utilizing a combination of
6:30 pm. All classes will be held
teacher-led instruction, strategy and
virtually via Zoom.
content acquisition, and individual
practice the course is designed to
Class Schedule
provide students the resources,
Monday Dates:
Thursday Date:
structure, and content instruction to be
February 7*
February 17*
successful on the SAT.
February 14
February 24
February 28
March 3
Why SAT?
March 7
March 10
The SAT is the most widely accepted
March 14
March 17
college entrance exam. Additionally, the March 21
March 24
State of Illinois has adopted the SAT as a April 4
April 7
Sunday Dates—both sessions:
graduation requirement. April 13, 2022
February 13*
February 20
is the State-wide required SAT
February
27
March
6
administration date in which all juniors
March 13
March 20
take the SAT.
April 3
*Start dates are based on the day of class
due to holidays and spring break

Cost
The cost for this seven - week
class is $80 and includes one
copy of “The Official SAT Study
Guide” as well as custom,
additional practice and
instructional materials.
Payments can be made online
through Revtrak. Payment
cannot be put on student
obligations. Students eligible for
free & reduced lunch or who
may need financial assistance
should see their school
counselor to waive fees.

Enrollment
Enrollment begins on January 3
and closes on January 31.
Enrollment is limited and will
be on a first come basis.
Students are automatically
enrolled in the course once
payment is accepted via
Revtrak.
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Sophomore & Junior Year Class Registration
On January 4th and 6th, current Freshmen and Sophomores will begin the process of selecting their courses for
the 2022-2023 school year. To jumpstart the process, both grade levels will watch instructional videos on how class
registration works. After that, they will receive information from our Student Services Department and attend
one-on-one meetings with their counselors to confirm class selection. For more information, please review the table
below and email your student’s counselor with any questions you may have.
Dates & Deadlines

Step in the Registration Process

Resources & Reminders

January 6, 2022
at 7:00 am
through
January 11, 2021
at 11:59 pm

Requesting Future Courses in Skyward

When logging into Skyward, you will need to use the STUDENT
login information not the family access portal. (Follow the
directions and use the tools below to assist you)
An asterisk * will indicate recommended courses.

January 11 February 25, 2021

Attend the one-on-one meeting with your
counselor (keep in mind that rescheduling
a missed appointment may be difficult.
Please be sure to put this in your calendar.

You will receive a message from Ms. Peterson through your
school email. These meetings will be scheduled during your
Study Hall or Elective Classes, so you should not miss any of
your core classes.

March 2021

Parental Review

A confirmation letter with your student’s course selections will be
mailed home in early March. You will have an opportunity to
review and contact your student’s counselor with any changes or
questions prior to the deadline noted below.

March 25, 2022
at 3:10 pm

**No Schedule Changes will be made after
this date!**

Any changes in your schedule must be communicated
to your counselor by this deadline.

Summer School Information
Brochures and registration forms for summer school will be available in the Front Office and on our website.
Registration is open January 3, 2022. All classes are on a first come, first served basis. There are no refunds after
the first day of class. Summer school is open to all students who reside within the District 124 attendance
boundaries, and who have completed their Freshman, Sophomore, or Junior year. For further information,
please visit our website.
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Save the Date! Parent University
for January 2022 is Coming!
Our next Parent University will be held on January 27, 2022. This event is our S.O.S. (Supporting Our Students) 101
program. The evening will consist of three 30-minute sessions on a variety of panel discussions featuring our
students. Look for information to appear on our website and via Skyward Family Alert beginning on Monday,
January 10. Information about all the different sessions will be posted along with a link to a Google form for parents
to sign up and select their sessions. The evening will begin with the first session at 6:30 P.M. and end with the last
session at 8:15 P.M. We will do our best to make sure all attendees get the three sessions that they want. Here is a
current list of topics:
• Websites Parents Should Know: Schoology,
College Board & Kahn Academy Websites: An
Over the Shoulder Look
• I Wish I Would Have Known…
• Lake County Schools Tech Campus
• Raising Resilience & Responsibility
• What I’ve Learned: The Value of Clubs,
Activities and Sports

• What I’ve Learned: AP Classes from a Student
Perspective
• What I’ve Learned: Opportunities in Fine and
Applied Arts
• The Typical High School Student---OR---What to
Expect When You’re Expecting a Freshmen

So, make sure you mark the date of January 27th on your calendar for this next awesome event. Also, look forward
to January 10th when more information and registration will become available.

TSI Gets Certified
The Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) Program provides industry-leading assessments of skills and knowledge through projectbased testing, giving students real-world exercises to appraise their understanding of Microsoft Office. This certification gives
students the power to chart their own course, fulfill their ambition, and realize their potential. So far this year, we have several
students who have completed their MOS Word certification program and are now moving onto PowerPoint!
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The Transition Program was busy as ever this holiday season! They continued to keep
staff pups happy this winter as they ran another success Dawg Biscuit sale. With 137 bags
sold in November and December, Transition students raised enough money to not only
help fund future field trips, but to also donate
money to Feed My Starving Children! Along
with the $100 donation, they rolled up their
sleeves and went to work as volunteers.

They assisted in packing 63 boxes which
adds up to 13,608 meals. That amount of
meals will feed 37 children for a year!
In addition to their baking and packing fun, they started up a free gift wrapping program
for staff. We all know this time of year is hectic, but creating lesson plans and getting
presents together—what a task! Luckily, the Transition students stepped in and put their
best elf hats on. Even though the gift wrapping service was free, staff did tip the helpers.
All tips were put to good use and were spent to feed this hardworking crew.
Keep an eye out for more Transition updates as they enter the new year!

This virtual presentation will
enhance the knowledge and
skills of parents with children
in Grade K-12 through
information and resources
covering a variety of subjects.
Contact Eli Panchi at
(847) 468-5549 with
any questions.
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Keep It RED
Happy New Year Bulldogs! This time last year, we were zooming in and out of classes, interacting with
one another through screens. Although that was not the most exciting time for us, it was a huge period of
growth for students and staff alike. This year, not only were we able to spend an entire semester learning
together, but we were able to celebrate students for their amazing RED behaviors on a higher level. With
remote learning, teachers still had the ability to recognize good behaviors, there is a bigger impact when
that recognition is done face-to-face.

Over the course of the semester, we celebrated 112 Bulldogs for keeping it respectful, engaged, and
dependable—and that was just with Bulldog Bucks! With Bulldog Pride winners, that brings our total to
136! We look forward to showcasing even more students when we return from break.
At the end of each quarter we select another round of winners and reward them with quarterly prizes.
After returning from break, we will be selecting the newest round of quarterly winners! As we begin 2022,
we hope the entire Bulldog community moves through the year spreading joy and positivity.
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Counselor’s Corner
Registration Information:
On January 4th and 6th, current Freshmen and Sophomores
will begin the process of selecting their courses for the 20222023 school year. To jumpstart the process, both grade levels
will watch instructional videos on how class registration
works. After that, they will receive information from our
Guidance Department and attend one-on-one meetings with
their counselors to confirm class selection. For more
information, please email your student’s counselor with any
questions you may have.

Website Resources:
• College Board - www.collegeboard.org
• ACT- www.actstudent.org
• Khan Academy/SAT test Prep- https://
www.khanacademy.org/

Reminders:
• January 3—Summer School Registration opens
• January 6—Freshmen & Sophomores can select
their courses for next year on Skyward
• January 11—Individual registration appointments
Community Scholarships:
for Freshmen & Sophomores begin
The GCHS Community Scholarships are live! Seniors should
• January 19 & 20—8th Grade Enrollment Night
join the Schoology course and start applying for college
money now!
• Access Code: XCP8-JZCV-J4Q2C
• Please be aware that some scholarships have addendums
that are required as well as the Community Scholarship
List and Community Scholarship Application.
• The final deadline for all Community Scholarships is
January 31, 2022 at 11:59pm.

Career Center News:
• Don’t forget to join the Career Center’s Schoology Course
with the following access code:
9JGG-VTQZ-SJFJ3. Mrs. Oddo posts information about
all career-related opportunities such as career speakers,
mentorships, webinars, workshops, and jobs!

Financial Aid:
Just a reminder for seniors and their families- If you have not
completed your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal
Student Aid) please do so. The FAFSA will help you and
your family determine if you qualify for financial aid for
college. You can find the FAFSA at www.studentaid.gov. If
you will not be completing the FAFSA then please complete
the non-participation waiver. Either is a graduation
requirement and is available in both English and Spanish.
Please give your waiver to your School Counselor.
• English Waiver
• Spanish Waiver
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Calendar
January
Jan. 3
Jan. 3
Jan. 5
Jan. 12
Jan. 17
Jan. 19
Jan. 20
Jan. 26
Jan. 27

School Resumes, Second Semester Begins
Summer School Registration opens
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, legal school holiday
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
8th Grade Enrollment Night
8th Grade Enrollment Night
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
Parent University: Supporting Our Students 101—
Student Panels

February
Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 16
Feb. 17
Feb. 18
Feb. 21
Feb. 23
Feb. 25

School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
Progress Reports
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25am Flex Time Start
Parent University: Parents Back to School—Funuary!
Institute Day, no student attendance
President’s Day observed, no school
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
AP Exam Balance Payment Due

March
March 2
March 9
March 16
March 23
March 28-31

School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
Progress Reports
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25am Flex Time Start
Spring Break
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