AWARD

Awarded to:

Jeff Durlak

Reason Chosen: Jeff Durlak is extremely deserving of the Excellence in Education Award. Jeff is a consummate professional that exhibits all the
characteristics prominent in an excellent 21stcentury educator. First and foremost, Jeff maintains exceptional rapport with his students. His even disposition
enables him to handle all varieties of student personalities with ease. He has the impressive ability to be exceptionally patient with dysregulated students but
he is still continually looking to challenge motivated students that need an extra push. Moreover, he is the perfect math lab supervisor because of his breadth
of math knowledge and because of his kind and approachable personality. As the head cross country coach and an assistant softball coach, Jeff has forged
lasting relationships with students beyond the classroom and has helped them achieve success beyond high school.
Not only does Jeff connect well with students, but he has also developed strong friendships with his coworkers. He is as great of a “PL-Teammate” as
anyone could possibly be because he can both take the lead on projects and show support for any team initiative. His listening skills and adaptability in lesson
planning have been so helpful, especially in the midst of a pandemic. In the math department, Jeff is known for his prowess with Partners 4 Results and
Formative, and he is always willing to give time to show others how to use their features. He is an organized planner with excellent time management,
especially considering the scope of some of the extracurricular events he directs as a head coach, like the Jim Taylor Invite. Through all of these ways, day in
and day out, Jeff demonstrates both his supportiveness and leadership.
It is a pleasure to work with Jeff, and both students and staff are lucky to have him here at Grant. He is a solid teammate and an amazing teacher who
deserves to be recognized with the Excellence in Education Award.

