Grant Community High School

AWARD

Awarded to:

Mike Werner

Reason Chosen: Mike Werner defines the consummate professional. Every day, he shows up with the focus of increasing
the academic level of every student who enters his classroom. He has a proven track record of working with the most
challenging populations in our school, both academically and behaviorally, and inspiring significant improvements in all
areas. His patience, approachability, and humor provide students who have traditionally struggled in math with an
environment where they feel safe to put forth new effort. What makes him such a special and versatile educator is that he
also is capable of reaching and inspiring success in students who are already mathematically gifted and challenging them
to extend their knowledge further. Impressively, regardless of what level of students he is teaching, his classroom is
always a place where growth is obvious and learning is the focus. No matter the student, no matter their academic level,
no matter their personal backgrounds: Mike finds a way to reach them. For Mike, “all means all.”
Mike also makes an impressive impact as a leader in the department. He brings innovative, new ideas to how we will
approach the curriculum and is open about what is working and what isn’t. He has been a mentor in both an official and
unofficial capacity to nearly every new teacher in our department who was hired after him.
Mike is not a teacher who expects recognition or calls attention to himself. His dedication is simply at the core of who
he is. Everything Mike does, he does for the sole purpose of making an impact in his students lives. For that reason, Mike
Werner is more than deserving of being recognized with the Excellence in Education Award.
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