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The Grant Community High School November Student
of the Month is senior Cameron Little, son of John
and Cabrina Little of Round Lake.
Cameron's academic achievements include induction into
the National Honor Society during his sophomore year.
He has completed and obtained college credit for six AP
classes and earned the AP Scholar with Distinction award.
This year he is undertaking another two AP classes as
well as Calculus 3, another college level course. His GPA
is a remarkable 5.07/4.00.
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He is a Big Dawg Mentor, he was chosen to represent
Grant at American Legion Boys State, he is a multi-Bulldog Pride award winner,
the “Most Valuable Student” in his Pre-Calculus class, and the “Oh My Goodness”
award in AP World History class.

Class Acts

His extracurricular activities include Math Team since freshman year where he is
ComEd Bill Payment Assistance currently serving as Co-Captain, Academic Team and FBLA member since
sophomore year, and he joined the Table Tennis Club last year.
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Cameron has logged numerous service hours helping out his peers in the Math Lab
and tutoring in the library, working with NHS at the book check-in and check-out,
graduation, Back-to-School Night, and at the Fall Play as an usher. He also helps in
his community with the Fox Lake Cardboard Boat Race, Big Hollow Family Game
Night, Big Hollow Pizza Bash, Feed My Starving Children, and Bernie’s Book Bank.
In addition to all of his activities, Cameron works as a food runner as well as manager
at Dockers Restaurant. In his spare time, he enjoys cooking for his family; working out;
building, replacing, and repairing things; gardening, planting, and protecting nature;
studying math and science; and spending time and competing with his four siblings.
His plans for the future include pursuing a degree in electrical civil, or nuclear
engineering at the University of Illinois-Urbana.
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Excellence in Education Award Winner:

Student Engagement Team

Mr. Bob Janusz

Mr. Anthony Johnson

Mr. Geoff Williams

The Student Engagement Team, comprised of Bob Janusz, Anthony Johnson, and Geoff Williams, is deserving
of the first quarter 2020 Excellence in Education Award because during this unpresented time of uncertainty, they
have demonstrated a willingness to do whatever it takes for our students. They have selflessly adjusted their roles
at the school, created an entirely new team, and worked to fully connect with our students and their families.
The Student Engagement Team has come together and unflinchingly thrown themselves into a novel situation not
knowing what the consequences or challenges would be. They have banded together to establish a new norm:
a norm that embodies the “can do” philosophies that are a hallmark of what it means to be member of the Grant
Team. Moreover, their actions have truly mirrored the KEEP IT RED mantra.
Bob, Anthony, and Geoff are respectful in their communication with everyone: administrators, staff, students and
parents. They are mindful of the sensitivities of individuals and adjust their direct communication and speech
accordingly. They avoid generalizations or jumping to conclusions regarding students’ current issues. They are
engaged and in attendance, at school, every day. The team creates plans of how to effectively connect with the
students who are at greatest risk, and they make weekly home visits to speak with students and their
parents. Though not universally welcomed, most parents have expressed great appreciation for their consistent and
heartfelt efforts. The team is dependable, as they carry out their duties with efficiency and predictability. Emails go
out to all involved staff prior to any meetings or visits and emails follow with the results of those visits. Often they
go the extra mile to contact counselors or teachers prior to visits to get a better understanding of the students’
current performances or social/emotional situations. If asked for assistance, the team inevitably will do whatever
they can to help or find someone who can.
As a learning community, we are better off because of the work that Bob, Anthony, and Geoff are doing for our
students. They are good, solid people. Their honesty and genuine concern for others contributes greatly to our
students’ success. We may not be able to accurately quantify the full impact of their work, but it feels very good
and very real. It is for all of these reasons, that Bob Janus, Anthony Johnson, and Geoff Williams are this quarter’s
Excellence in Education recipients.
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Social Studies Golden Globe Winner
Logan Matthei is the recipient of the Social Studies Golden Globe Award
for the month of October.
Logan was nominated for the Golden Globe award because of the many
contributions he has made in class. It has been a struggle for many
students to participate verbally in class, but Logan has pushed himself to
provide extra pieces of information to the class. He is someone who
brings new, outside information to most of his class’s Zoom meetings.
Ms. Jordan, Logan’s history teacher, said “I am truly fascinated by what
he has to share about our current topics. He is definitely teaching me
some interesting facts!” As Logan’s passion for history, specifically wars,
continues to grow throughout the semester, he continues to speak up
and inspires other students to join the conversation.
Ms. Jordan presents Logan with the Golden Globe Award.

The Social Studies Department is proud to award Logan with this honor. Keep up the excellent work, Logan!

Senior Year Class Registration
Beginning Monday, November 2, current Juniors will begin their course selection process for the
2021-2022 school year. All Juniors will be receiving information from our Guidance Department
on how to request their future courses in Skyward. Once the request window has closed, counselors
will meet with students one-on-one to confirm class selection. For more information, please review
the table below and email your student’s counselor with any questions you may have.
Dates & Deadlines
November 2, 2020
at 7:00 am
through
November 4, 2020
at 11:59 pm

Step in the Registration Process
Requesting Future Courses in Skyward

Resources & Reminders
When logging into Skyward, you will need to use the STUDENT
login information not the family access portal. (Follow the
directions and use the tools below to assist you)
An asterisk * will indicate recommended courses.
Helpful tools to assist you:
Future Request Directions
Future Requests Tutorial
Senior Classes - Registration Form
Senior Classes Registration PowerPoint

November 5 December 4, 2020

Attend the One-on-One meeting with your
counselor (keep in mind that rescheduling
a missed appointment may be difficult.
Please be sure to put this in your calendar.

You will receive a message from Mrs. Ashmore through your
school email. These meetings will be scheduled during your
Study Hall or Elective Classes, so you should not miss any of
your core classes.

March 2021

Parental Review

A confirmation letter with your student’s course selections will be
mailed home in early March. You will have an opportunity to
review and contact your student’s counselor with any changes or
questions prior to the deadline noted below.

March 19, 2021
at 3:10 pm

**No Schedule Changes will be made after
this date!**

Any changes in your schedule must be communicated to your
counselor by this deadline.
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Sophomore Class Council
Give-Back Opportunity
As the weather is turning cold, staying warm is important and some
cool socks could help with that. The Sophomore class is hosting
Socktober/Tovember to help those in need and we want your help!
There is a red bin at the Main Entrance of Grant and a red bin inside
the door of the Fox Lake Police Department to drop off socks. In
addition, you can reach out to any Class Council member and drop
them off at his/her house! The socks collected will be donated to local
shelters. Let's all work together and help others through a small act of
kindness! Drop-off ends November 20 at 2:30! Contact Amy
Gunsaullus (agunsaullus@grantbulldogs.org) for more information.

Staying home when you are sick is more important than ever. Recognize cold, flu, and COVID-19 symptoms so you can take the appropriate action.

4

INCubatoredu Course Update
Students building skills needed to thrive.
We are a couple of months into INCubatoredu’s year-long course and students have been busy coming up with real-world
solutions to real-world problems. The INCubatoredu process for solution development includes deciding on a problem to solve,
brainstorming possible solutions, choosing the best solution, researching current competition and potential customers,
determining what value they bring over the competition, interviewing people to ensure the problem is valid, creating a realistic
demo of their solution, and interviewing people to gauge their reaction to the solution.
At this point, students have decided on
the problem they would like to solve and
are currently working on possible

solutions. So far, students have put their
focus on the following problems: time/
interest in caring for your lawn, ice
hitting you in the face when drinking,
and losing things.
It can be a long and tedious process to determine the best solution for our real-world problems, but as Mauricio Aguilar, Class
of 2022, said earlier this month, “it is certainly a very beneficial class if you ever want to start a business. You can identify what
your good attributes are and see what needs work, even if you don’t start a business it can help you better your performance in
a corporation to see what you’re best at. As Bruce Lee said, ‘I don’t fear the man who has practiced 10,000 kicks. I fear the man
who practiced one kick 10,000 times.’”

We will keep you updated on the progress of our INCubatoredu students and would love for you to join us next year!

Hey, Juniors!!! If you still want to take the
PSAT/NMSQT and you did not get a chance to sign
up for this fall, you still have the opportunity.

The PSAT/NMSQT prepares students for the SAT and is also the only National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test offered.
Due to the Lake County Department of Health guidance to move to fully remote learning, Grant was not able to administer
the PSAT/NMSQT to the juniors who signed up to take it on October 29th. The College Board has added an additional PSAT/
NMSQT administration this year due to the pandemic on Tuesday, January 26, 2021. Grant has elected to add this new
administration date to our dates of testing so our juniors have the opportunity to qualify for a National Merit Scholarship and to
give them an opportunity to see how they might perform on the SAT when they have to take the state-required SAT with Essay
in April. For juniors who take the PSAT/NMSQT in January, your scores should be in prior to the spring SAT, so you can go to
your College Board account and log into the free Khan Academy program that will set up practice materials for the SAT based
upon your PSAT/NMSQT score.
Students will need to register and pay for the exam via the Fee and Online Payments (Revtrak) tab on the website. Students
must register for the exam by the end of the day on Monday, November 30, 2020. After that point, no additional students can
be added because the tests will have been ordered. Students who registered for the October 29th test and paid their fees do not
need to sign up again. We will just transfer your payment and registration to the January administration.. If students have any
questions about the PSAT/NMSQT, they can check out the College Board website at collegereadiness.collegeboard.org or by
talking with their counselor.
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Although we cannot put on a full fall play production, our
actors are determined to put on a show for the Grant
community. This year, we will be hosting a One Acts Festival
which includes 9 separate acts. Be on the lookout for more
information about these productions as we progress
through the semester!
One Acts Fall Play Casting
Wanda’s Visit by Christopher Durang
• Peyton Baisden: Jim
• Jenna Barnowski: Marsha
• Kaitlyn Christesen: Wanda
Nightswim by Julia Jordan
• Sydnee Barnickel: Christina
• Sydney Cuzick: Rosie
2B (or not 2B) by Jacquelyn Reingold
• Jackie Bendfeldt: Franny
• Addie Fugelseth: Bee
After by Carol Mack
• Lizzie Barajas.: Glynda
• Savannah Eagon: Cindy
The Actor’s Nightmare by Christopher Durang
• Bella Gauna: Sarah
• Maggie Kolar: Ellen
• Samantha Lopatowski: Meg
• Glenn Lamz: Henry/Voice/Executioner
• Josh Lanners: George

The Tarantino Variation by Seth Kramer
• Lizzie Gvozdez: Miss Puce
• Stephanie Haro: Miss Fuchsia
• Deon Lopez: Mr. Mauve
Check Please by Jonathan Rand
• Tristan Mesmer: Man
• Caitrin Myers: Woman
The Chocolate Affair by Stephanie Alison Walker
• Erin Schimenti: M&M
• Michael Sligting: Mr. Goodbar
• Maddie Weber: Beverly
Miss You by David Auburn
• Tabitha Chahnourack: Woman
• Andre DeLuna: Man

ANIME CLUB
Grant's new Anime Club continues to grow. We currently
have 32 members. All of our meetings have been on Zoom.
So far, we've had two watch parties in which we watched Cells
at Work and Kuroko's Basketball. Members have also
dressed up and talked about their cosplay.
For more information, please join us on Schoology
with the course code KD6M-B2NK-29JCP.
New members are always welcome!
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Join the GCHS Winter Guard team!
Hey Bulldogs! Come be a part of the Winter Guard! We will still be choreographing a performance for this winter
season, so come be a part of it! Join us for a season of dance, spinning equipment, and a whole lot of friendship.
It's such a good thing to be a part of a team during this time, and we welcome you all with open arms! Feel free
to contact Coach Gier at rgier@grantbulldogs.org.

Fall Sports Seniors
Thank you for your commitment and dedication to the GCHS Athletics program. We wish you nothing but the best!

Winter Sports Registration
All student athletes must register online, have a current physical on file to participate, and have passed five
academic classes last semester. Please visit our Athletics website for more information and to register.
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CLASS ACTS
The Grant Cheer team has been working hard to brighten everyone’s day!
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Thank you to every parent and student that attended our virtual
Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences! We know it was a big change
from what you are used to, but we are incredibly happy to see that
our parents are still involved no matter the obstacle or internet speed.

ComEd Bill Payment Assistance
ComEd Encourages Customers to Take Advantage of Expanded Assistance Options to Help with Energy Bills
As many Illinois families and businesses continue to struggle with the financial challenges posed by the COVID-19
pandemic, ComEd reminds customers in need that a variety of options remain available to assist with past-due balances,
but many of these enhanced financial assistance options are only available for a limited time.
"The public health and financial crises brought on by the pandemic do not appear to be waning anytime soon," said
ComEd CEO Joe Dominguez. "Because our vulnerable customers are hardest hit by the economic impacts of the
pandemic, we are suspending disconnects until March of next year for our low-income customers and those who inform
ComEd of their financial hardship prior to disconnection. However, it is important for families to take advantage of
expanded customer-assistance options that are available for a limited time so that account balances do not grow to a
point where it is hard to recover."
Customers who are challenged in paying their outstanding balances and energy bills should contact ComEd's customer
care team as soon as possible at 1-800-EDISON-1 (1-800-334-7661), Monday through Friday from 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m. to take advantage of assistance options. Information on each of these options is available at
ComEd.com/Support.
ComEd worked with the Illinois Attorney General's office, the staff of the Illinois Commerce Commission and a broad
group of stakeholders in June to offer the following customer-assistance options that are available for a limited time:
• Bill Assistance for Eligible Low-Income Customers. To help customers who are past due on their ComEd
accounts, ComEd provides additional bill assistance – up to $500 – for eligible, low-income households earning 200
percent or less of the federal poverty level.
• More Flexible Payment Arrangements. For a limited time, ComEd offers payment plans of up to 18 installment
payments with a 25% down payment for eligible residential customers. Low-income residential customers
and those facing financial hardship can spread amounts they owe over 24 installment payments with no
down payment.

These customer assistance options supplement the extensive relief that ComEd already offers customers in need:
• Flexible Payment Options. These include budget billing, which averages payments over a 12-month period to help
customers manage their monthly energy bills.
• CARE Financial Assistance Grants. For customers who struggle to cover energy expenses, ComEd offers a wide
range of financial assistance programs.
• Supplemental Arrearage Assistance. Recognizing that customers facing economic hardship may be challenged to
quickly pay off debt accrued during a period of nonpayment, ComEd also offers arrearage assistance through its
Supplemental Arrearage Protection Program (SARP).
ComEd also offers usage alerts and energy-management tips to help customers manage energy use to save money now
and on future energy bills. For more information, visit ComEd.com/OnlineTools.
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National School Psychology Week
November 9-13
This year’s theme is “The Power of Possibility,” which conveys hope, growth, resilience, and renewal. Possibility suggests that even something as small as a seed
can grow into something magnificent. Henry David Thoreau wrote, “I have great faith in a seed. Convince me that you have a seed there, and I am prepared to
expect great wonders.” The word “power” implies that things can and will happen. When we focus on what is possible, we have hope that students will grow,
thrive, and bloom, and will be empowered to take the action steps necessary to do so.

School psychologists help empower students to grow in areas of skills such as social skills,
empathy, and compassion for others, as well as individual or intrapersonal skills such as
problem solving, goal setting, and study skills. Psychologists are particularly skilled at assisting
students and staff in seeing possibilities and developing positive change to thrive in school and
life. With the help of our Grant psychologists, students are moving in a positive direction by
identifying action steps to reach their goals, communicating their needs, and engaging in
discussions to help create the connections necessary for students to develop critical academic
and social emotional skills.
We are proud to have three great school psychologists at Grant and provide the necessary care
our students need. If you have not taken the time to talk to your school psychologist this year,
we encourage all students to take that step. They are here for whatever you need and will do
everything they can to make sure you succeed academically, socially, and emotionally.
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PBIS
It’s hard to believe that we are already entering November! It feels like just yesterday we were starting the school
year and now we are just two months away from the end of first semester.
We are happy to announce that we have celebrated another 20 Bulldog Pride winners! Through conversations with
students, staff, and parents, we see that our Bulldogs are making the best of their remote learning and that does not
go unnoticed. From turning your camera on during Zoom sessions to helping other students to staying on top of
assignments, our students are making an effort to stay involved and active. Congratulations to our October Bulldog
Pride winners: Precious Tehan, James Otis, Aly Negovetich, Ricardo Camacho, Rylan Art, Lorelai Jensen, Cohen
Oberg, Zach Deacon, Ben Martinez, Sylvia Plucinski, Brenna Zaagman, Cameron Little, Erika Martinez, Hannah
Volk, Cheyanne Matonik, Cameron Barnes, Dylaeni Atlee, Carlos Bernal, Magali Escobedo, and Isaiah Johnston.
We know that some students have been struggling with e-learning and we are here for you! In November, we will be
providing a new lesson on how students can Keep It RED and be successful during e-learning. In the meantime, do
not get discouraged from your learning. Remember, as Maya Angelou once said, “You may encounter many defeats,
but you must not be defeated. In fact, it may be necessary to encounter the defeats, so you can know who you are,
what you can rise from, how you can still come out of it.”
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Counselor’s Corner
Registration Information:
Beginning November 2, all Juniors will be given information about course selections for the 2021-2022
school year, including how to request classes on Skyward. The counselors will begin to meet with
students individually on November 5 to finalize their course selection for the following school year. A
copy of your student’s course selections will be mailed home the first week of March. We encourage
you to review those course selections carefully because final changes much be made by March 19, 2021.

College of Lake County for Early Grads:
If you are planning on attending the College of Lake County in January, then you will want to attend
the virtual presentation hosted by CLC’s Klaudya Padilla on Wednesday, November 18 at 2:00 pm.
Information will be shared about placement testing and New Student Orientation for any Grant early
graduate who is looking to begin their college journey at CLC in January. Mark your calendars!
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA):
This is a reminder that the FAFSA is now open and available for Seniors and their families to complete
online. Visit the FAFSA website for more information and to begin your free application today. If you
have questions about the FAFSA, reach out to your student’s school counselor as soon as possible.

Career Center News:
Website Resources:
• Schoology Course Code: 9JGG-VTQZ-SJFJ3
• SAT College Board - www.collegeboard.org
• Upcoming Career Speakers—Zoom links
• ACT- www.actstudent.org
in Schoology
• Khan Academy/SAT test Prep November 4 at 11:00 am: Physical Therapy
https://www.khanacademy.org/
 November 11 at 11:00 am: US Navy
 November 18 at 11:00 am: US Marines
Upcoming College Visits:
• CDW/JA Workshops
• November 4 at 9:00 am: Saint Anthony College
 Registration Link
of Nursing
 November 4 at 1:30-2:30 pm:
 Zoom Link
Applications & Resumes
• November 4 at 1:00 pm: DePaul University
 November 11 at 1:30-2:30 pm: Interviewing
 Zoom Link
1010
 November 18 at 1:30-2:30 pm:
Active Listening
• Looking for a job? Check out www.indeed.com
or www.snagajob.com and search “teen jobs”
with your zip code. Email Mrs. Oddo for more
help at doddo@grantbulldogs.org.
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Calendar
November
Nov. 3
Nov. 4
Nov. 11
Nov. 12
Nov. 18
Nov. 25-27

Election Day, No School
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
Progress Reports
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
Thanksgiving Recess, No School

December
Dec. 2
Dec. 9
Dec. 16-18
Dec. 21 - Jan. 1

School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
Semester Exams
Winter Break

January
Dec. 21 - Jan. 1
Jan. 4
Jan. 6
Jan. 13
Jan. 18
Jan. 20
Jan. 26
Jan. 27
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Winter Break
School Resumes
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, legal school holiday
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start
PSAT/NMSQT Testing
School Improvement Meeting, 9:25 am Flex Time Start

