
The Grant Community High School November Stu-
dent of the Month is senior Leona Kondic, daughter 
of Alex and Ada Kondic of Round Lake.
Leona's academic achievements include induction 
into the National Honor Society during her soph-
omore year and she has appeared on Scholars’ List 
and Honor Roll. She has taken several Honors and 
AP classes and has a 4.073 GPA. She received the So-
cial Studies Golden Globe Award and the Bulldog 
Pride Award.  
During her time at Grant, her extracurricular and co-curricular activities 
have included Debate Team, French Club, Treble Choir, Concert/Honors 
Choir, Chamber Singers, Future Business Leaders of America and JV & 
Varsity tennis.  She has served as Concert Choir Secretary since sophomore 
year, French Club Vice President, FBLA Parliamentarian and she placed 
9th in the state for Parliamentary Procedures in FBLA.
Leona enjoys giving her time to causes such as Feed My Starving Chil-
dren, keeping her community clean and gardening, service opportunities 
through FBLA and NHS such as road-side cleanup, Camp Duncan 5K, Big 
Hollow’s Colorfest and has participated as a member of Chamber Singers 
for a variety of holiday concerts.
She joined a new program with the Centegra Healthcare Explorer Post and 
the Future Medical Professionals Club in order to further explore her love 
for the healthcare field.  
Her plans for the future include attending a four-year university such as 
Marquette University in Wisconsin to earn a degree in Biomedical Sciences 
with a minor in International Affairs.
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Grant Wrestling Fall 
Cleanup

Date : Sunday 11/11/18

The Grant High School Wres-
tling team will be taking ap-
pointments to do various fall 
yard cleanup activities (rake 
leaves, clean garden beds, 
etc.). The team is using this 
activity as a fundraiser for 
the upcoming season and 
will be accepting donations 
in return for the cleaning 
services. Support your lo-
cal wrestling program and 
make an appointment today! 
In addition to fundraising, 
our staff’s goal is to pro-
vide a service to the com-
munity and teach our team 
the value of giving back to 
the community they live in. 

To schedule an appointment, 
contact Head Coach Lenny 
Grodoski at 847-571-0299 or 
lgrodoski@grantbulldogs.
org

On Wednesday, November 7, 2018, Grant High School 
will hold its annual AP (Advanced Placement) Informa-
tion Night for parents and students as part of the Par-
ent University program. The purpose of this informa-
tion night is to inform current freshmen through junior 
students about the College Board Advanced Placement 
program and courses so students can make the best de-
cision about enrolling in AP courses for the 2019-2020 
school year.  Although this may seem a little early, stu-
dents will begin selecting courses for the next school year 
soon, so it is important that they have this information.

Any freshmen through junior student considering taking 
an AP course during the 2019-2020 school year, even if 
they are already taking one this year, should attend this 
important informational evening. Information about the 
requirements and benefits of taking AP classes will be 
covered, along with guidelines and course information for 
the 2019-2020 school year. We also show how the College 
Board’s PSAT and SAT assessments indicate Advanced 
Placement course potential in their score reports. We will 
also be announcing a new Advanced Placement course that 
Grant will be offering beginning the 2019-2020 school year. 

The informational presentation will start at 6:30 p.m. in the 
auditorium. After a presentation about the College Board 
Advanced Placement Program and requirements, teachers 
of AP courses at Grant will hold 15-minute information 
sessions about their course in a rotating setting.  This will 
allow students and parents to hear information for up to 
four different courses in which they may be interested in 
enrolling.  Also, one of our guidance counselors will be 
available to assist parents and students in accessing the 
College Board site to find out about colleges and universi-
ties awarding either advanced placement or college credit 
for students taking an Advanced Placement exam. Make 
sure to attend on Wednesday, November 7, beginning at 
6:30 p.m. to find out all the information you can about 
Advanced Placements courses at Grant for the 2019-2020 
school year.

Parent University: AP Night
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The Alumni Hall of Fame was established in January 2013 to honor exemplary graduates who 
achieved distinction, outstanding accomplishment or significant contribution within their pro-
fessions, communities, schools, families or personal lives.  The individuals recognized provide 
positive role models and promote excellence and achievement for our students.  

Over the course of the past several months, administration, faculty, coaches and representa-
tives of the community have met several times to discuss the possibility of expanding Hall of 
Fame recognition to include Grant Community High School faculty and staff.  As a part of this 
process, we researched the practices of other high schools, contacted current inductees to solicit 
feedback and held public discussion at a Board of Education meeting.

There was unanimous support 
among all stakeholders to expand 
the scope of recognition.  The 
Board of Education took action on 
September 13 to rename the Grant 
Community High School Alumni 
Hall of Fame to the Grant Com-
munity High School Hall of Fame.  
We will consider nominations for 
any deserving candidates that have 
achieved distinction and contribut-
ed richly to the history of Grant.
The criteria for alumni has not 
changed and graduates are eligible 
for consideration ten years after the 
year in which they graduated. Staff 
members are eligible for consid-
eration if they have a minimum 
of twenty years of service to the 
district, provided they are either 
retired or have ceased active em-
ployment at least three years prior 
to the year in which they are nom-
inated.  Nomination information 
and forms may be found online at 
www.grantbulldogs.org. We are 
very excited to expand the scope of 
recognition, while at the same time 
closely regarding the significance 
of this honor.  

Alumni Hall of Fame Renamed

DMGroup Study
I am pleased to share that Grant Community High School 
District 124 is undertaking an in-depth review of current 
systems and structures with the goal to strengthen and 
expand best-practice supports for struggling students.  
While we are proud of the quality of services provided to 
students and the hard work of our staff who help students 
to achieve at high levels, we are seeking ways to further 
increase student learning. The district has engaged District 
Management Group (DMGroup), an educational consult-
ing firm, to assist us with this research. 
This effort will examine our current regular and special 
education services, programs, procedures and staffing for 
serving all struggling students through the use of quanti-
tative (both in-district and benchmark district information) 
and qualitative data gathering (using focus groups, stake-
holder interviews and classroom observations). DMGroup 
will work closely with a district guiding coalition to con-
duct this research.    

After analyzing current practices and comparing those to 
research-based best practices, DMGroup will identify areas 
and make recommendations on how we may better align 
with best practice to more effectively serve students.  The 
guiding coalition will utilize those recommendations to 
make thoughtful and informed decisions to ensure all of 
our students receive appropriate support.   
We are excited to be undertaking this partnership and will 
keep you updated as we achieve key milestones. 

https://www.grantbulldogs.org/domain/270
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The Marching Bulldogs had an amazing sea-
son this year performing Music of a Darkened 
Theatre featuring the music of Danny Elfman! 
Selections included: Nightmare Before Christ-
mas, Spider Man, Tales from the Crypt, Sleepy 
Hollow, Beetlejuice and Edward Scissorhands. 
In addition to performing in Fox Lake’s Annu-
al 4th of July & Grant’s Homecoming Parades, 
the Marching Bulldogs performed at all of our 
home football games and pep assemblies. They 
also competed at Grayslake North’s Marching 
Competition, the Red & Black Fall Classic at 
Northern Illinois University (NIU) and Provi-
dence Catholic High School’s Marching Band Invitational. The Marching Bulldogs placed 2nd out 
of 5 bands at Grayslake North, 4th out of 9 bands at NIU and 3rd out of 8 bands at Providence.   

The Marching Bulldogs would like to extend a VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU to:
• The GCHS Administration & Board of Education for providing our Assistant Marching Band Di-
   rector as well as all of the additional resources necessary to be competitive
•The GCHS Booster Club for providing funds to hire staff for Band Camp
•The Superfans who came out to support us at Grayslake North
•Our cheerleaders for making treats for us as we headed to NIU
•Our AMAZING parents who have spent countless hours fitting students for and hemming uni-
  forms, chaperoning our day long trips, providing water throughout the season and helping us in
  various ways at the parades we performed in
•All of our fans who have cheered us on throughout the season
•Ms. Miller for creating our INCREDIBLE locker decorations for each competition and Homecom

ing

Without all of their support, we would not have been this successful this season! The Marching 
Bulldogs marched about 110 students and were led to success by incredible student leaders. The 
following students deserve special accolades for going above and beyond. The Marching Bulldogs 
were led by : Head Drum Major Genevieve Torrey, Assistant Drum Major Sam Winters and Drum 
Major in Training Josh Anderson. Section Leaders are:

Flute/Oboe: Natasha Bivins, Ariel Carrasco, Scott Rose, Marlie Simmons, Ainsley Woods
Clarinet: Shannon Beauchamp, Megan Vanata, Tori Vela, Kaysee Williams
Bass Clarinet: Chris Munwam
Alto Sax: Kyle Bolisay, Hayden Graham
Tenor Sax: Liam Cacioppo, Austin Schroeder
Trumpet: Josh Anderson, Katie Freimuth, Allison Pecora, Abbey Ranalli
Horn: Calvin Hook
Low Brass: Christi Berta, Ben Goszczynski
Percussion: Maya Kosar, Alex Kreplin, Jacob Wagner
Colorguard: Chloe Labtis, Courtney Williams, Kayla Gibbons

Marching Bulldogs Have Best Season in 15 Years
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Kristina is a professional who motivates and encourages all of her students to achieve high 
standards, while supporting them with kindness throughout their high school journey.
As a second year Bulldog, Kristina has immediately stepped up as a positive, in-
fluential, and contributing team member who works diligently to improve the
opportunities we offer our students. Kristina is a lifelong learner through and through.
She is dedicated to her colleagues, her PLT, and most importantly, her students.
Additionally, Kristina is an active member on many committees, bringing fresh ideas 
rooted in best practices to both her professional conversations and her classroom.

One recent, significant, and highly-visible contribution that Kristina is responsible 
for is the revival of our school newspaper, The Bark. Kristina has worked tirelessly
since May on ideas to revitalize the news publication. She worked closely with peers, 
outside vendors, administrators, and most importantly students to plan, develop, and
execute a publication that reflects high student expectations and pride in our Grant 
community. Her thoughtful work to use technology to elevate the production, her
foundationally strong journalistic content knowledge, and her vision to understand 
the larger context, reflect how she contributes in all areas of her professional influence. 

Excellence
in

Education
Award

Winner:
Kristina 

Maestranzi
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Art Student of the Month
Natasha Bivins

Artist Statement
If there’s one thing most people know about me, it’s my passion for art. I find it 
fascinating to create something out of nothing and transform the conceptual into 
the tangible. The Grant Art Department has guided me into a place where I can 
flourish with my passion of creative expression. My grandma was an art major 
who lived successfully as an artist and art teacher, exposing me to colored pencils 
and paint and color theory before I was even in kindergarten. Ever since taking 
Intro to Art with Mr. Austin, I have known that this is what I want to do for the 
rest of my life. Now, I am in my second year of AP Art with Ms. Zegler, and am 
planning on attending the Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design after this year. 
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Beginning October 23, parents across Illinois will have an opportunity to participate in the seventh 
annual statewide Illinois 5Essentials Survey.  On behalf of the Illinois State Board of Education, the 
survey will be administered online by UChicago Impact at the University of Chicago.  The survey 
gathers data related to the following five indicators they have determined can predict important 
student outcomes:

• Effective Leaders
• Collaborative Teachers
• Involved Families
• Supportive Environments
• Ambitious Instruction
As a parent, we hope you will take this opportunity to share your thoughts on the 
important elements of school effectiveness at Grant Community High School. Your 
identi-ty and survey responses will be kept completely confidential and will never be 
connected to you or your child. The parent survey will remain open through January 
18, 2019. 

As per state requirement, students and teachers will also be completing the Illinois 5Essentials 
Survey.  The student and teacher surveys will be conducted November 15 through January 
18, 2019.  To take the survey please visit https://survey.5-essentials.org/Illinois/ and select the 
appropriate survey to begin. For more information about the Illinois 5Essentials Survey or 
to view previous years’ reports, visit https://www.5-essentials.org/illinois. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact 5Essentials Client Services: 1-866-440-1874 or 
5essentials@uchicago.edu. 

Parent Survey Opportunity

National Art Honor Society is in full swing at GCHS. 
Being its founding year, our elected student officers 
worked extensively over the summer to research and 
create the outline for a successful organization. The con-
stitution and bylaws were written by the officers and sent 
to the National Art Education Association, where their 
charter was received to be nationally recognized. A big 
thank you to our officers Natasha Bivins, Breana Vou-
ga, Maddie Beinarz, Emilio Goyes and Emily Urbina. 
Every member of NAHS works to make the orga-
nization cohesive and productive with a series of 
committees that help spread art to the community and extend art in our own lives. NAHS 
has over 50 members and will have their induction ceremony in the spring. With a require-
ment of 10 service hours per semester and at least a B average in art courses, members 
are actively involved. NAHS has already raised money through student-run face paint-
ing at home football games. The sponsor for NAHS is Mr. Jeffrey Austin. He can be reached 
at jaustin@grantbulldogs.org to answer questions or plan any art related events. We’d like 
to thank everyone for their support as we grow into the most successful society we can! 

https://survey.5-essentials.org/Illinois/
https://www.5-essentials.org/illinois/5e/2018/
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Class Acts
The great things happening at Grant that you didn’t hear about this month. 

At our fall blood drive, we had 189 registrants and 168 of those were able to donate whole blood.  One 
whole blood donation can save up to three lives, meaning we could save the lives of 504 patients!

Our quartet, 4 of a Kind, sang 
on 102.3 XLC to promote spirit 
night at Buffalo Wild Wings. 

Our NAHS officers were part of 
the group that took a field trip to 

the Art Institute of Chicago!

FBLA members spent their 
morning giving back by clean-

ing along local roads. 
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Students in Honors Bio-
technology have been busy 
learning about how sci-
entists work with DNA.  
They began with a paper 
simulation looking at how 
scientists can “cut” DNA, 
making different sized frag-
ments in order to identify 
genetic markers to help 
diagnose susceptibility to 
diseases, such as cancer.  
They can visualize these 
fragments using a technique 

called gel electrophoresis, which uses electricity to separate the DNA by size.  
The students moved on to learn how scientists can determine the size of the frag-

ments to help with their analysis.  After walking through this process on paper, stu-
dents took these skills to the lab.  They began by cutting DNA using restriction en-
zymes in 10 microliter reactions (that’s less than a drop of liquid!). To visualize this 
DNA, students needed to per-
form gel electrophoresis.  They 
prepared by first practicing 
using food dyes.  Like DNA 
fragments, different dyes con-
tain different sized molecules.  

These molecules can also be 
separated using gel electropho-
resis.  Once students under-
stand how gel electrophoresis 
works, they will move on to 
see how it can be used in DNA 
fingerprinting to establish 
relationships such as paternity 
testing or solving crimes.

Honors Biotech Explores DNA
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Tuan Tran is this month’s recipient of the Social Studies Golden Globe Award. He is EXACTLY what 
you want in a student.  English is a second language for Tuan, but there are times you would never 
know it. Tuan moved to the United States from Vietnam just a few short months ago, and has been 
working hard to learn English and keep up with his studies. As the school year has progressed, 
he has come into his own in class.  He volunteers to answer questions and to participate in group 
discussion.  When we move into small 
group work, he is helpful to his team-
mates and on task.  When set to do work 
on his own, he is so focused.  Tuan took 
his studying seriously and prepared 
for our first unit exam.  For instance, 
he spent the time to translate many of 
his class materials into Vietnamese so 
he could get a better understanding of 
the unit. His hard work paid off and 
earned him a 91% on the unit test!  He is 
friendly and always is offering a cheery 
“Hello!” when entering the classroom.  
Tuan will find continued success in his 
coursework because he is driven.  There 
is no better of a representation of the 
Social Studies Golden Globe than Tuan 
Tran! The Social Studies Department 
is proud to award Tuan with this hon-
or. Keep up the excellent work, Tuan!

Social Studies Golden Globe Winner

Seniors from the Life Skills class recently took a trip to 
SEDOL’s Transition picnic and got to visit with Grant 
graduates currently attending. They got to learn about 
some of their post-secondary options and hear success sto-
ries from former classmates. It was great to catch up and see 
how well our Bulldogs are doing once they leave our halls.
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A l c o h o l  P r e v e n t i o n
C a m p a i g n

N o v e m b e r ,  2 0 1 8  N e w s l e t t e r

S h o w  y o u  

d i s a p p r o v e  o f

u n d e r a g e

d r i n k i n g

Talking to your child about alcohol is not easy task but necessary.  According 

to research, the #1 reason why young people choose not to drink is their 

parents.  The earlier you start having conversations with your child about 

drinking, the less likely they are to participate.  Here are some conversation 

goals to help you have effective talks about underage drinking.

Set clear rules and expectations with your child about underage 
drinking.  

S h o w  y o u  c a r e

a b o u t  t h e i r  

h a p p i n e s s  a n d

w e l l  b e i n g

S h o w  y o u ' r e  a  

g o o d  s o u r c e  o f

i n f o r m a t i o n  

a b o u t  a l c o h o l

S h o w  y o u ' r e  

p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n  

a n d  y o u ' l l  n o t i c e

i f  t h e y  d r i n k

B u i l d  t h e i r  s k i l l s

a n d  s t r a t e g i e s  

f o r  a v o i d i n g  

u n d e r a g e

d r i n k i n g

Reinforce your reasons why you don't want them participating in 
underage drinking, not just because you say so.  

Teens are curious and will seek information about alcohol from 
friends, the Internet or the media.

Teenagers are less likely to participate in underage drinking if 
they believe you will notice.

Help your child build their self-confidence to say no to alcohol 
and resist peer pressure. 

The information found on this newsletter is from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration and can be found at 

underagedrinking.samhsa.gov

Questions?  Comments?  Want to get involved?
For more information or if you would like to join the team please contact:

Ryan Geist at GCHS - rgeist@grantbulldogs.org
 Paul Bravo at the Lake County Health Department - pbravo2@lakecountyil.gov

 The Alcohol Use Prevention Campaign is brought to you by the Lake County Health Department and 
Community Health Center and Grant Community High School.

 Funding provided in whole or in part by the Illinois Department of Human Services and the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration

What is your teen's curfew?
What should your teen do if offered alcohol?
What are consequences for breaking rules?

Let them know you are trying to keep them happy and safe.
Conversations are easier if your child knows you are with them, not against 
them

Establish yourself as a trustworthy source of information.
Reach out to the school for information you are uncertain of.
If applicable, use personal stories or experiences.

Simple reminders of family rules when they go out or have friends over are 
helpful.
You don't need to pry, just let them know you are paying attention.

Practice and rehearse different ways to say no.
Go over different ways to leave the scene if peer pressure won't stop.
Positively reinforce good behavior. "I'm proud of you for saying no."
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Lessons Learned in Integrated PE
If you were to walk through our 
gym during 2nd period on any 
given day, junior Shayna Cohen 
would say you were walking 
into her favorite class of the 
day.

“As a whole, this class brings 
so much light to my day and 
I’m blessed to be a part of 
something so fantastic,” she 
said.

Her teacher, Stacy Petrovitch, 
would agree. Petrovitch has 
been teaching Integrated PE 
(IPE) for about 10 years. IPE is 
exactly what it sounds like: a 
PE class that integrates special 
needs students with student 
helpers. 

The scope of disabilities 
varies, from autism to down 
syndrome and cerebral palsy to 
anxiety and social deficiencies.

“I wanted to teach this class 
to give back to students with 
disabilities,” Petrovitch ex-
plained. “My oldest brother has 
severe disabilities and was not 
supposed to live past the age 
of one. He’s now 54. This is my 
way of paying it forward.”

The special part about IPE 
is the relationships formed 
between the student helpers, 
whom Petrovitch refers to as 
“Petro’s Peeps,” and the stu-
dents, known as the “elite.”

Cohen is a two-year veteran 
in the class and senior Harrison 
Witek is the most experienced 
helper, with three years under 

his belt.
“I originally joined when my 

friend Jenna asked me to. They 
needed help in the locker room 
because at the time they didn’t 
have any male helpers,” he ex-
plained. “It’s the most interest-
ing class I’ve taken at Grant.”

Petrovitch said the student 
helpers get matched up with a 
partner at the beginning of the 
year and then switch partners 
several times throughout the 
class. She explained the biggest 
strength of the helpers is the 
social aspect they create in the 
class, since social growth is one 
of the benefits of IPE. 

And while the helpers agree 
one of their main responsibil-
ities is helping out with daily 
activities, they both said the 

friendships they’ve made in IPE 
are what keep them signing up 
during course registration.

“Every time my partner calls 
me their friend, I feel such in-
tense validation that what I’m 
doing is worthwhile and that 
I’m really making a difference,” 
Witek said. 

“They aren’t just kids I help, 
they’re my friends who I care 
about greatly and who I talk 
and wave to in the hallway,” 
furthered Cohen. “They inspire 
me daily.”

Compared to a typical PE 
class, Petrovitch said there isn’t 
much of a difference. Her class 
doesn’t have units, but is in-
stead broken down into fitness 
days, game days and choice 
days, with the main focus to just 

As a dance team member, Shayna Cohen said she could opt out of gym com-
pletely, but she didn’t want to because she loves her time in Integrated PE. 
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get everyone moving 
while having fun and 
developing their social 
skills. 

The IPE students 
come away from the 
class with more devel-
oped social skills and 
some new friends.

The student helpers 
also walk away with 
new friendships, but 
Witek and Cohen also 
described the lessons 
they’ve learned as 
being even more im-
portant.

“I truly understand 
the phrase ‘once you’ve 
met one special needs 
person, you’ve met one 
special needs person.’ 
Every single partner 
is immensely unique,” 
Witek explained.

“Learning the ins and 
outs of each of them 
has been one of the 

Integrated PE contd.
most rewarding things 
I’ve experienced in 
my entire high school 
career,” he added.

Cohen said she’s 
learned to never judge 
a book by it’s cover and 
branching out to people 
you normally wouldn’t 
can lead to long-lasting 
friendships. 

To give our students 
the best possible ex-
perience in a PE class, 
Petrovitch feels it’s 
important to continue 
offering Integrated PE.

“I’ve watched stu-
dents grow into their 
own, come out of their 
shells and become so-
cially and emotionally 
stronger,” Petrovitch 
said. 

“Our peer partners 
help this happen and 
it’s amazing to see 
them grow as well.”

Harrison Witek said everyone in the class is unique and 
it’s been an honor and a privilege to get to know everyone. 

Project Lead the Way 
Coming to GCHS

Starting next year, the Technology Education 
department at Grant will be offering Intro-
duction to Engineering & Design (IED). 

IED is an honors level, STEM course where 
students take the role of an engineer. They 
will learn to solve real world problems while 
utilizing 3-D printing, laser engraving and 
the latest CAD software. 

Students are introduced to the engineering 
design process, applying math, science and 
engineering standards to identify and design 
solutions to a variety of real problems. They 
work both individually and in collaborative 
teams to develop and document design solu-
tions. 

We hope you are as excited as we are to 
see this addition to the Grant Technology 
Education department! For more informa-
tion regarding Project Lead the Way or IED, 
feel free to contact Andy Flaker at aflaker@
grantbulldogs.org. 

Tickets for our fall play go on sale on No-
vember 6 in the bookstore and on our web-
site under student - activities- fall play. This 
production is a historical play documenting 
the events that took place during the Salem 
Witch trials in the 1690s. Because of the sub-
ject matter, this play is intended for mature 
audiences. 
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•	 Dangers	children	are	susceptible	to	online
•	 Teens	and	sexting
•	 Popular	apps	and	how	to	use	them	safely	
•	 Safety	settings	&	restrictions	for	phones	&	computers
•	 Cell	phone	monitoring
•	 Gaming	issues	&	concerns
•	 Building	healthy	technology	in	the	home	

Liz	is	the	mother	of	3	children,	and	has	spent	the	majority	of	her	
career	working	as	a	technology	consultant,	developing	and	
delivering	a	variety	of	training	courses	for	clients.	

Four	years	ago,	Liz	became	acutely	aware	of	the	dangers	the	Internet	
posed	to	children	like	her	own	and	founded	Cyber	Safety	Consulting	
with	the	goal	to	educate	parents,	children	and	school	educators	on	
both	the	dangers	of	the	Internet	as	well	as	offer	tangible	solutions	for	
these	issues.	

Liz Repking
Cyber Safety Consulting Founder & Presenter

www.CyberSafetyConsul t ing .com

Topics Discussed:

•	 Nearly	43%	of	kids	have	been	bullied	online.
•	 Only	1	in	10	victims	will	inform	a	parent	or	trusted	adult	of	their	abuse.
•	 15%	of	teens	using	cell	phones	say	that	they	have	received	sexually			

suggestive	nude	images	of	someone	they	know	via	text.
•	 1	in	25	youths	received	an	online	sexual	solicitation	in	which	the											

solicitor	tried	to	make	offline	contact.

DID YOU KNOW?

PARENT WORKSHOP:
PROTECTING CHILDREN IN A HYPER DIGITAL AGE

Monday, December 3 at 7:00 p.m.
Big Hollow Middle School Cafeteria 
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November

 Nov. 2   ACT Registration Deadline (December test)
 Nov. 2   SAT Registration Deadline (December test)
 Nov. 3   SAT Test Date
 Nov. 5- 9  Veteran’s Week- Armed Forces
 Nov. 7   Parent University- AP Parent Night, 6:30 p.m.
 Nov. 9   Veteran’s Day
 Nov. 19  ACT Late Registration Deadline (December test) 
 Nov. 20  SAT Late Registration Deadline (December test)

December

 Dec. 1   SAT Test Date (given at Grant)
 Dec. 8   ACT Test Date (given at Grant)
 Dec. 19-21  Final Exams
  

    

Please contact your student’s guidance counselor for any questions at 847-587-2561.

  Lawrence Elliott  Jill Schroeder   Erin Smith 
             Ext. 3441            Ext. 3443            Ext. 3440             
    A-CI (all grades)          CJ-GQ (all grades)               GR-LA (all grades)            
 
   
  Heather Schaefer     Nicole Gill   Steve Avallone
          Ext. 3444            Ext. 3442           Ext. 3439
  LB-O (all grades)             P-SK (all grades)            SL-Z (all grades)

Student Services Calendar
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School Psychology Awareness Week
November 12 - November 18

Grace Corry
Psychologist for 3 years

Rachel Lesiak
Psychologist for 6 years

Svetlana Petrova
Psychologist for 23 years

What is your favorite part of your job? I enjoy that we are always learning & 
constantly facing new & challenging situations. I feel fortunate to have such a 
wonderful, supportive team of colleagues and administrators.
What is the most challenging part? It can get really busy with a lot of situ-
ations happening concurrently. I am constantly prioritizing tasks and situa-
tions. This leads to working some late nights and also bringing work home 
for things like paperwork and report writing.
What sets Grant apart from other schools? We are fortunate to have three 
psychologists at Grant. It allows us to provide more comprehensive services 
for all students. 

Why did you want to be a psychologist? My high school psychology class 
instilled a passion for psychology in me. I stumbled upon the field of school 
psychology in college and it incorporated this passion and my desire to help 
others.
What is a typical day like for you? There is no typical day. Everyday looks 
different which is one of the reasons I enjoy my role. 
What would you say to a student who is afraid to seek help? We are always 
hear to listen and taking that first step to speak to someone is one of the big-
gest hurdles. We don’t judge and we are here to help.

Why did you want to be a psychologist? I have always been interested in 
how our brain works, why people behave in certain ways, why they make 
certain choices. I wanted to help people understand themselves & each other.
What is a typical day like for you? There are no typical days. I make cau-
tious plans, but I never know what each day might bring. On my crisis free 
day (when it occurs), I provide individual and group counseling and work 
with students who need help figuring out ways to be successful. However, all 
plans go out of the window when a student needs immediate support.
What is the most challenging part? Finding ways to help more students. The 
work load is getting heavier every year. As a nation we are facing an acute 
mental health crisis. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports 
that 1 in 5 American children ages 3 through 17 — about 15 million — have a 
diagnosable mental, emotional or behavioral disorder.

School psychologists provide direct support and interventions to students; consult with teachers,
families and other school mental health professionals; and work with school administrators to improve 
school-wide practices and policies. They help improve academic achievement, create safe school environ-
ments, promote positive mental health, strengthen family-school partnerships and support diverse learners. 
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PBIS Updates
Since our last update, we’ve wrapped up another school-wide challenge and have 

been introducing different topics during our TEAM lessons.
Our Be On Time Challenge came to an end this month and the senior class came out 

on top! We challenged the school to see which class could have the least amount of 
tardies during a certain time frame. The seniors won with a total of 107 tardies. The 

freshman class came in at a close 
second, with 115 total tardies.

For winning, we treated the se-
niors to an ice cream party during 
TEAM. They came over to the 
fieldhouse to pick their treat and 
then got to spend time chatting 
with friends or shooting hoops. 
Everyone had a great time! 

The next lesson we’ll be intro-
ducing during TEAM is all about 
digital citizenship. Digital citizen-
ship is defined as the norms of ap-
propriate, responsible behavior 

with regard to technology use. The term can be very broad with what it covers, but 
our main focus will be how our students can be responsible with their technology and 
use it appropriately and safely. Social media will be a large part of our conversation, 
reminding our students that once something is on the internet, it’s there to stay. We 
also plan to discuss cyber bullying and being mindful of what they post, considering 
many employers are now looking at an applicants social media before making any de-
cisions. We want the best for our students now and in the future, so we know this will 
be an important conversation!

Parent-Teacher Conferences are November 1 and 2 and we’ll be there each day with 
staff appreciation letters that you can fill out. Our teachers do so much for our students 
and a little thank you can go a long way! Once conferences are completed, we’ll dis-
tribute all the letters  to our staff. Last year we had 111 filled out and we would love to 
beat that number this year!

Thanks for Keeping It Red! 
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Keep it R.E.D.

Left: Meet our Bulldog Pride 
winners for October! From 
left: Beyonce Morales, Al-
mond Mayfield, Ben Truss, 
Joe Gorden and Rachel Terry. 
Not pictured: John Markeli, 
Janet Ramos and Gracie Ruiz.

Right: We always try to find 
an administrator or lucky 
staff member to jump in our 
Friday Bulldog Buck pictures. 
They have so much fun with it!

Left: The senior class won our 
last challenge and they re-
cently got their reward. For 
winning the Be On Time chal-
lenge, the entire class got an 
ice cream party during TEAM!
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  November

 Nov. 1   Parent/Teacher Conferences, 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
 Nov. 2   Parent/Teacher Conferences, 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., no student 
    attendance
 Nov. 3   Gala, Maravela’s 6:00 p.m.
 Nov. 7   Parent University- AP Parent Night, 6:30 p.m.
 Nov. 14  School Improvement Meeting, 9:40 a.m. late start
 Nov. 16  Progress Report
 Nov. 16, 17  Fall Play, 7:00 p.m. 
 Nov. 18  Fall Play, 2:00 p.m.
 Nov. 21, 22, 23 Thanksgiving Recess, no school 
 Nov. 28  School Improvement Meeting, 9:40 a.m. late start

December

 Dec. 11  Band Holiday Concert, 7:00 p.m.
 Dec. 12  School Improvement Meeting, 9:40 a.m. late start
 Dec. 13  Choir Holiday Concert, 7:00 p.m.
 Dec. 19, 20, 21 Semester Exams
 Dec. 24 - Jan. 4 Winter Break

January

 Jan. 7   School resumes, 2nd semester begins
 Jan. 9   School Improvement Meeting, 9:40 a.m. late start
 Jan. 21   Martin Luther King’s birthday, legal school holiday
 Jan. 23   School Improvement Meeting, 9:40 a.m. late start
 Jan. 23, 24  8th Grade Enrollment Night, 6:00 p.m.
 Jan. 30   Parent University- S.O.S. 101 (Supporting Our Students), 6:30 p.m.

Calendar




