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Student of the Month 
Abigail Ranalli

The Grant Community High School May Student of 
the Month is senior Abigail Ranalli, daughter of James 
and Gail Ranalli of Ingleside.
Abigail's academic achievements include induction 
into the National Honor Society during her sopho-
more year, earning her place on Honor Roll each se-
mester, while holding an impressive 4.459 GPA.  She 
was chosen to represent Grant at the 78th session of 
Illini Girls’ State, and the 2018 NLCC Leadership Con-
ference.  She attended the Argonne National Laborato-
ry field trip, and the 2018 NLCC Honors Band Concert.
Her extracurricular activities include playing softball each year and win-
ning the Bulldog Award freshman season, playing in the Symphonic Band 
serving as Section Leader this year, Marching Band, Pep Band, and Jazz En-
semble where she won an outstanding musician/soloist award at one of her 
competitions. She also participated in Math Team during her sophomore 
and junior years.
Abigail was heavily involved in Gavin’s Parent Involvement Group with 
her mother, Gail.  They helped run fundraisers and organized meetings.  
She also volunteers through NHS, House of Hope Resale, Fox Lake commu-
nity garden, and Feed My Starving Children.  She has also performed with 
the Jazz Ensemble at a retirement home and several Fox Lake parades.
In addition to all of her activities, Abigail babysits and stocks at Menard’s.  
In her spare time, she enjoys spending time with family, friends, and her 
pets, boating in summer, snowmobiling with her Dad in winter, going to 
concerts, and playing and listening to music.
Her plans for the future include earning a degree in industrial engineering 
at the Milwaukee School of Engineering.
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Dear Parents/ Guardians,

To ensure that your child has a healthy and safe start to next school year, there may be a few things 
we’ll need from you.  If your child has been prescribed any emergency medications such as an 
Epi-Pen (allergies), Rescue Inhaler (asthma), or Diastat (seizures), the following will be needed at 
school:

•Emergency medication with the pharmacy label attached
•Medication consent form signed by parent and prescribing doctor
•Applicable “Action Plan” completed and signed by parent and doctor

****Medication Consent forms and Action Plans may be found on the Grant Website under the “Parent” tab, 
then under “Health Services”.

If your child has Diabetes, please be sure to send in a current Diabetes Medical Management Plan 
for the 2019-2020 school year. This is necessary even if your child self manages.

All medications need to be brought to the nurse’s office by parent and must have medication con-
sent form signed by parent and doctor for each school year. If your child has another health con-
dition that may need to be addressed here at school, please let us know to address what may be 
needed.

I know there is so much information coming your way and the fall is quite a few months away, but 
I wanted to give you enough time to get these to us by the first day of school. Emergency situations 
arise when least expected, and we want to be as prepared as possible to keep your child safe.

Please feel free to call or email me with any concerns at 847-973-3452.

Sincerely, 

Robyn Schenning, RN
School Nurse
Grant Community High School
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Jessica Dart is deserving of the Excellence in Education Award because of the 
positive leadership she models every day in the PE Department. She has a con-
stant focus on improving her classes characterized by her willingness to try new 
things, reflecting on her teaching, and staying current on all PE trends. Her class-
es are the first in the department to dive into new technology, school initiatives, 
and best practices. In addition to leading the way in educational ventures she 
is always looking for ways to positively affect the entire department. Her con-
stant improvement as an educator has put her in a position of leadership with-
in the department and she uses that position to help, encourage, and guide her 
colleagues. The leadership she provides is an essential part of the Physical Edu-
cation department as we continue to discover new ways to improve and pro-
vide a great experience for our students at Grant Community High School.

Excellence
in

Education
Award

Winner:
Jessica 

Dart
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The graduation ceremony for the Class of 2019 will take place on Sunday, May 19 in the Grant 
Community High School Field House beginning at 2:00 p.m. With graduation rapidly approaching 
we would like to provide you with important dates and information surrounding the big day.

    IMPORTANT DATES AND INFORMATION PRIOR TO GRADUATION DAY
• Due to limited seating in the Field House, each graduate is permitted six (6) graduation ceremony
tickets. Tickets are required for entry to the ceremony. TICKETS WILL NOT BE REISSUED IN THE
EVENT OF LOSS.
• If financial obligations are met, graduates may pick up their tickets, cap, gown and tassel during
lunch hours in the Senior Café on Wednesday, April 24. Students are required to sign a confirma-
tion of pickup for their graduation items.
• Final Exams for seniors will take place on Tuesday, May 14 and Wednesday, May 15. As we ap-
proach exams, a schedule will be posted on the school website.
• All graduation requirements must be met by Wednesday, May 15 in order for your student to
participate in the ceremony. Contact individual teachers or Student Services for questions about
your student’s academic status.
• Graduation practice will be held on Friday, May 17 at 2:00 p.m. in the East Gym. Students must
be present at practice if participating in the graduation ceremony.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR GRADUATION DAY
• Graduates participating in the ceremony must arrive with their cap, tassel and gown and meet in
the East Gym promptly at 1:00 p.m.
• In order to participate in the ceremony, appropriate attire is required, such as: Collared shirt
(tie preferred), long pants (no jeans or shorts), dress shoes (no sandals, flip-flops, gym or running
shoes), nice dress preferred or dress slacks.
• Students will not be allowed to wear a decorated cap at graduation.
• General parking will be available on a first-come, first-served basis on the north and south side of
the school.
• Handicap parking will be accessible on the west side of Devlin Road.
• Handicap seating will be available for the ceremony.
• Live streaming of the graduation ceremony will be available through Grant’s homepage via
YouTube Live. We will also be offering this live stream viewing in our Auditorium on a first-come,
first-served basis. Please check www.grantbulldogs.org the week of May 13 for details.

Financial obligations may be paid with cash or check in the main office during normal business 
hours or with a credit card online via the school website www.grantbulldogs.org.  You can check 
your fees on Skyward Family Access or contact the main office at 847-587-2561.

If you have any questions regarding the activities and events for our graduates during the last 
week of school, please feel free to call Mrs. Martin, the principal’s secretary, at 847-973-3417.  

On behalf of our faculty and staff, please accept our congratulations for helping your student reach 
this milestone in their life.

2019 Graduation Information
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Art Student of the Month
Lauren Gerdes

Artist Statement
I have known for most of my life that art is something I enjoy greatly and comes fairly 
naturally to me, but my journey with art classes at Grant started a little later than most. 
I took Intro to Art the start of my junior year, followed by Painting 1 and then jumped 
straight into AP Studio Art my senior year. Although this is not the usual route students 
take, I could not be more happy that I began taking art classes at Grant and challenged 
myself to take AP this year. The amount of art I have been able to create is something 
I have never had the chance to do earlier in my life, and I have surprised myself with 
what I am capable of these past couple of years. My love for art has grown immense-
ly and I hope to continue to channel this creative thinking and these artistic concepts 
that I’ve learned into my career path as I major in architecture in college. I am proud 
of my journey as an artist so far and cannot wait to see where the future will take me.
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Class of 2021 (incoming juniors)- can 
enter the junior lottery and pick up ap-
plications between Monday, May 
13 and Thursday, May 16. Complete 
applications are due back Friday, May 
17. No payment is due until your name 
has been drawn. The lottery winners 
will be posted near the Attendance 
Office and permit stickers will be 
issued by the Deans on Wednesday, 
May 22.

Any student that would like to park but 
missed their dedicated enrollment peri-
od can enter a lottery for the remaining 
parking spots. The Deans will pick 
the winners and issue the parking 
permit stickers the week of Monday, 
August 12 through Friday, August 16.

If you have any questions, please 
contact the Attendance Office!

Parking Permit 
Dates

Spring Choir Concert
Join us in celebrating the end of a fantastic school year 
with music! The Grant choirs are having their annual 
Spring Concert on Thursday, May 9, at 7:00pm in the 
GCHS Auditorium. This concert will feature a wide va-
riety of music, chosen and performed by Treble Choir, 
Bass Choir, Concert Choir, Anthem Singers, Chamber 
Singers, Quartets, and Pop A Cappella. Admission is 
free, but donations are graciously accepted at the door. 
The Bulldogs Boosters will provide complimentary re-
freshments after the concert.  The performance is bound 
to be loads of fun, and we’d love to see you there!

Freshmen Health Info

Senior Health Reminders

Remember those freshman packets and 
the health info? The time is NOW to 
submit your students 9th grade phys-
ical and vaccination record and any 
other health related forms to the GCHS 
Health Office! Non submittal and out-
dated information results in noncom-
pliance of Illinois State laws therefore 
suspension may occur, avoid this! 

Has your child had the Illinois State 
required meningitis vaccine after the 
age of 16, PRIOR to entering 12th 
grade? Check in with your physician, 
avoid vaccine shortage due to last min-
ute planning!  Get it DONE! SUBMIT 
PROOF to the GCHS Health Office! 
Non submittal may result in suspen-
sion due to Illinois State law vaccina-
tion requirements for the 12th grade!
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Signing Day Celebration

April Golden Globe Winner
Oscar Pawlus is this month’s recipient of 
the Social Studies Golden Globe Award.

Oscar is in my Honors U.S. History 
course.  When I think of an all-around 
class act, Oscar is it.  He has the commu-
nication skills that I feel some teenagers 
lack in this day and age.  He says “hello” 
and “have a good day” when entering 
and leaving the classroom.  He is curious 
about how his classmates are doing and 
genuinely engages in discussion about 
life.  He is super polite.  Beyond his man-
ners, he is a hard working individual.  He 
is on top of the game when it comes to 

being engaged in daily classroom activities.  When material is unclear, he is surely one 
to raise his hand and ask questions.  On a unit basis, Oscar is one of my top scoring stu-
dents.  On the short answer responses, he is able to use material from a unit and make 
deeper connections.  I appreciate his enthusiasm for learning.  Oscar definitely deserves 
an Oscar (or a golden globe) for being such an all-star.

The Social Studies Department is proud to award Oscar with this honor.  Keep up the 
excellent work, Oscar!

At GCHS, we want to acknowl-
edge every senior's plans, wheth-
er they’re moving on to a universi-
ty, the military or employment! On 
May 1, we celebrated Signing Day 
in our Senior Cafe during lunch pe-
riods! We had counselors offering 
all seniors the chance to list their 
post-graduation plans on a paper 
graduation cap. We’ll be displaying 
the caps on a bulletin board outside 
the Commons for everyone to see!
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NLCC Art Festival

On Friday, April 26, the Grant Visual Arts Department was represented by over fifty of their finest artists 
at the annual Northern Lake County Conference Art Festival hosted at Wauconda High School.  Students 
submitted class work and outside artwork to be presented at the annual event.  Art teacher Chris Carlson 
said, “It is always so difficult to choose which pieces can go since we are limited. I wish we could take them 
(artwork) all. We have such amazing student artists.” All the art in the show will be displayed in the display 
cases in the art hallway and the ten distinguished artists works will be displayed in front of the Senior cafete-
ria. Mr. Austin, Grant’s Drawing and Sculpture teacher said, “We had a really strong representation of all our 
students art tonight. I am very proud of the fact we had so many students in attendance at the art festival.” 

The festival also allows seven students from each school to attend workshops with local art-
ists and learn a new art-making technique or new art concept. Students also get to listen to key-
note speakers who work in the arts. This is a great way for art students from different schools to 
meet and collaborate in the arts.  Senior Bree Vouga, who was one of the distinguished art stu-
dents recognized said, “I am very grateful for the opportunities I was given by my art teachers and 
I have learned so much from them.” Next year the festival will be held at Round Lake High School.  
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New Resource for Students in Need

Counselor Jill Schroeder and social worker Pam Skeels have been hard at work 
since the begininng of the school year to get the Comfort Closet up and running. 

Coats? Covered. Shoes? We 
have plenty. Hygiene sup-
plies? There’s a shelf full. 

Our newest addition to 
GCHS, the Comfort Closet, 
is filled with anything and 
everything our students 
could need, thanks to the 
generosity of our faculty, 
staff and community.

The Comfort Closet was 
started by counselor Jill 
Schroeder and social work-
er Pam Skeels after receiv-
ing multiple requests to 
help students and families 
in need. 

“Last year we saw an 
up-tick in requests and this 
idea was born,” Schroeder 
explained.

“Last April, the idea was 
presented to Assistant 
Principal Ryan Geist and 
our Administration. Imme-
diately, we were told what 
a wonderful resource it 
would be for students.”

Geist said the idea was 
approved because Admin-
istration wanted to ensure 
students were getting what 
they needed and the coun-
selors were getting the sup-
port to be able to provide 
for those students.

“It’s great for our commu-
nity and great for our kids 
to see that we have so much 
support,” he said. 

“We received all kinds of 
things from people and it 
was really nice to see every-
body come together for a 
common cause.”

Aside from coats, shoes 
and hygiene supplies, the 
closet also houses men’s 
and women’s clothing, 
backpacks and laundry 
detergent. 

“We’re thrilled with the 
positive response the Com-
fort Closet has received. 
Students and their families 
are incredibly thankful 
for the help and support,” 
Skeels said. 

If you have any questions 
or are interested in donat-
ing, the Closet has an email 
address!

Send an email to comfort-
closet@grantbulldogs.org 

if you are looking for more 
information and need more 
details about donating.

Currently, the most re-
quested items are Grant 
Spirit Wear, sweatshirts, 
winter coats and toiletries/
laundry detergent.

Schroeder, Skeels and 
Geist all hope to be able to 
sustain the Comfort Closet 
long term.

“As awareness is raised, 
we’re hoping more of those 
kids that are in need that 
we haven’t been able to 
identify will come for-
ward,” Geist explained. 

“Our goal is to make sure 
that every kid at Grant 
High School has what they 
need in order to come to 
school, feel like they fit in 
and be successful.”



Page 10

Night on the Nile: GCHS Prom 2019
The Class of 2020 announces Grant Community High School Junior-Senior Prom “Night on the 
Nile” on Friday, May 3, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. at Belvedere Banquets in Elk Grove Village, IL. We en-
courage you to familiarize yourself with the following information so that your night at Prom 2019 
is safe and memorable. 
Prom is a formal event.  Tuxedos and evening gowns are appropriate.  Street wear, such as jeans, is not 
allowed.  Prom is a drug and alcohol free event.  In order to attend, you and your date must remain 
drug and alcohol free for the duration of the evening.  By purchasing a ticket, you accept and agree 
to all rules and conditions of the event.  Prom is a Grant Community High School event, therefore, all 
rules in the Student Planner are expected to be followed, including the dance policy and dress code.  
Parents of students not following the guidelines will be notified and appropriate action will be taken. 
All students must be present for the ENTIRE school day on Friday in order to attend. No ab-
sences, tardies, or passes off campus will be excused for students attending Prom. Please be 
aware that any student tardy to school or absent from any class will not be allowed to attend 
Prom. Prom is a lock-in event.  Students and their guests will be required to take the bus provid-
ed both to and from Prom.  Students will not be permitted to leave before the end of the dance.
 
AGENDA
4:15 p.m.  GCHS Gym - Check in:  ID Required 
5:15 p.m.  Board Buses
6:30 p.m.  Arrive at Belvedere Banquets
7:00 p.m.  Dinner
8:15 p.m.  Dance
10:00 p.m.  Coronation
11:00 p.m.  Board Buses
12:00 a.m.  Arrive at GCHS

On April 13, Grant’s Concert Choir competed in the IHSA State Organizational Music Contest 
at Harvard High School.  The choir prepared three pieces of music to perform in front of a panel 

of three judges.  The judges were impressed with 
the choir’s enthusiasm, engagement, musicality, 
and emotional connection to the music.  Out of a 
possible 40 points, the choir earned a combined 
score of 39.6!  We are proud to report that this 
score earned Concert Choir a Division I rating for 
their performance!  For the first time in the 9 years 
they have competed in this contest, the Concert 
Choir was recognized by the judges with a “Best 
of the Day Award,” in recognition of the most su-
perior musical performance by a Mixed Chorus 
heard by the judges that day. Congratulations!

Concert Choir Competes in Music Contest
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Class Acts
The great things happening at Grant that you didn’t hear about this month

Parenting & Child Development students recently created blue pinwheels to bring awareness to Child 
Abuse Prevention Month (April). Pinwheels are a national symbol for child abuse prevention, as it 

reminds us of the fun and whimsical environment we wish for all children. 

Mr. Swearengen showed off his 
talent on the guitar during our 

Spring Pep Rally. 

Senior theatre students left 
their mark at GCHS by paint-

ing their pawprints.

Our softball program recent-
ly volunteered at Feed My 

Starving Children. 
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Life Skills Fieldtrips

During April the Life Skills class has been learning about recreation and leisure, or ways 
to fill our free time other than phones/tv/technology. We went to Lakes Bowl one day, 
where the students mopped the floor with the teachers, and to the Fox Lake Library to 
learn about the various programs and activities they offer. Exploring our community is so 

beneficial to our students.

French Bulldogs 
Rank Nationally for 
the National French 

Contest!
Madame Wilds and Madame LeB-
run are proud to announce that sev-
en French students participated in 
the Grand Concours, the National 
French Contest, in March!  Analise 
Cayet (French II) and Eddie Molsen 
(French III)  both ranked nationally 
(80th percentile and over)!  Aila Delizo 
(French I) and Citlalli Salas-Abrego 
(French II) also received Honorable 
Mention!  Bon travail !  Good work!

The Lake County Clerk recently 
released tax rates to taxing dis-
tricts for the upcoming prop-
erty tax cycle.  We are pleased 
to announce that Grant High 
School District #124 has the 
third lowest tax rate among high 
school districts in Lake County!  

Tax Rate News
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Counselors Corner- May 2019
If your student is gearing up for senior year, we suggest doing the 
following over summer: 

- Schedule college visits! Look at large, small, public and private schools.
- Take campus tours. At colleges you’re serious about, make appointments
to have interviews with admission counselors.
- Register with the National Collegiate Athletic Association Eligibility Cen-
ter if you are planning to play sports in college.
- Get your FSA ID prior to filing for the FAFSA on October 1. Visit fafsa.
gov for more information.
- Create a resume and download college applications so you are prepared

to start applying when we return to school in the fall!

Below are some great web resources for post high school planning needs:
Junior College Plan Checklist
Junior College Family Action Plan Checklist
Senior College Plan Checklist
College Application Checklist

Career Center News:  
Just a reminder for any students looking for help finding a job, completing an application or need-
ing a resume before the end of the school year that Mrs. Oddo is available to help! Email her at 
doddo@grantbulldogs.org to set up an appointment.

Honors Night- 104 students were recognized with scholarships and achievements on May 1. We 
are proud of our entire senior class and look forward to hearing about additional scholarships and 
awards they receive. Please contact the Student Services office with a copy of your award letter to 
let us know about any awards you received. 

Book/Website Resources:
College Board- www.collegeboard.org
ACT- www.actstudent.org
Khan Academy/SAT test Prep-  https://www.khanacademy.org/

Reminders
Honors Night  May 1
SAT Test Date May 4
AP Testing  May 7-18
Senior Final Exams May 14-15
Graduation May 19
Freshman, Sophomore, and Junior Final Exams  May 24, 28, 29

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/CollegePlanning/media/pdf/BigFuture-College-Planning-Calendar-Juniors.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/CollegePlanning/media/pdf/parent-action-plan-11th-grade.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/CollegePlanning/media/pdf/BigFuture-College-Planning-Calendar-Seniors.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/CollegePlanning/media/pdf/BigFuture-College-Application-Checklist.pdf
https://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
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May

 May 1  Honors Night     
 May 4  SAT Test Date 
 May 7-18 AP Testing  

    

Please contact your student’s school counselor for any questions at 847-587-2561.

  Lawrence Elliott  Jill Schroeder   Erin Smith 
             Ext. 3441            Ext. 3443            Ext. 3440             
    A-CI (all grades)          CJ-GQ (all grades)               GR-LA (all grades)            
 
   
  Heather Schaefer     Nicole Gill   Steve Avallone
          Ext. 3444            Ext. 3442           Ext. 3439
  LB-O (all grades)             P-SK (all grades)            SL-Z (all grades)

Student Services Calendar
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It’s hard to believe this will be 
our last update until next school 
year!

We’re happy to report our Bull-
dog Buck Blitz staff challenge was 
a success! Over 3,000 bucks were 
given out and turned in, which 
means we can celebrate with a 
Jeans Day on May 3. 

We also held our last quarterly 
drawing of the year, with some 
of our winners going home with 
free Prom tickets and even a limo 
ride to Prom! 

Our last student lesson of the 
school year focused on how distracting cell phones can be during school hours. We 
hope we opened some eyes to just how much time is spent on social media or video 
games each day. To tie-in with this lesson, we also wanted to offer some ideas on 
establishing cellphone rules, taken from Tips for Establishing Rules for Teen Cell Phone 
Use by Amy Morin, LCSW. Without clear guidelines, many teens struggle to handle 
the responsibility of owning a smartphone. So it’s important to establish rules that 
will help your teen make healthy choices. 

-No cellphones at the dinner table
-No cellphone use during homework time
-The cellphone must be turned in before bedtime
-Create a behavior contract

For more rule ideas and explanations for each, you can read the full article here. We 
hope the summer of 2019 is good to all of our Bulldogs and we’ll be looking forward 
to seeing you all in August!

As always, thanks for Keeping It Red! 

PBIS Updates

We loved seeing all of the creative booths and activities our stu-
dents came up with for our annual Health and Wellness Fair. 

https://www.verywellfamily.com/establishing-cell-phone-rules-for-teens-2609120
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Keep it R.E.D.

Left: We hosted a coffee and 
donut celebration for our se-
niors to congratulate them for 
winning the Bulldog Cup!

Right: Our most recent Bull-
dog Buck raffle winners! 
There aren’t many draw-
ings left, so keep turning 
in those Bucks, Bulldogs!

Left: We added a new pup to 
the family! Oakley will now 
be in our building in addition 
to our other dog, Zeus. We 
love having these two golden 
retrievers at GCHS!
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May

 May 1   Honors Night, 7:00 p.m.
 May 3   School Improvement Meeting, 1:35 p.m. early release
 May 3   Prom
 May 3   Senior Parking Applications Due
 May 7   Spring Band Concert, 7:00 p.m.
 May 9   Spring Choir Concert, 7:00 p.m.
 May 13-16  Junior Parking Lottery Enrollment
 May 14, 15  Senior Exams
 May 15  Jazz Ensemble Spring Concert, 7:00 p.m.
 May 17  Junior Parking Lottery Applications Due
 May 17  Early Release 1:35 p.m. (grades 9-11)      
    Graduation Practice (seniors)
 May 19  Graduation
 May 24, 28, 29 Final Exams (freshmen/sophomores/juniors)
 May 27  Memorial Day, legal school holiday
 

Calendar

*Please see the following pages for updated school calendars.*
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